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Message of the
University President

 Greetings of Peace and Good Health!

 Looking back how far we have come; it is 
of paramount importance that the University 
reinforce positive communication to the 
Community through an on-the-go newsletter 
experience. This will be an essential piece to 
keep our BulSU Community engaged and 
inspired despite the adversities we are going 
through.

 It has been a year since the COVID-19 
outbreak altered the way we live and claimed 

millions of lives all over the globe and with this, 
we are also experiencing infodemic – a spread of 

misinformation and disinformation.

 In this time that is full of uncertainties, it is vital 
to keep our community work together as one to avoid 

misinterpretations and confusion. 

 We can use this situation to make a stronger communication by staying connected while 
being physically apart. With BULSU GEAR, we are fostering the most crucial component 
of the BulSU Community – a clear and compassionate communication and innovative 
connection. 

 Living through this crisis, it is my hope that through our collective commitment and 
with the grace of our Almighty Father, the Bulacan State University will continue to reach 
new heights of triumph. With this newsletter, it is with hope that the BulSU Community will 
be catalysts of change and a home of united BulSU.

 SOAR BulSU!

Cecilia S. Navasero-Gascon, Ph. D.
University President



 With the intent to stay 
consistent with the existing 
brand of Bulacan State 
University, as well as what can 
be seen in the University and its 
Colleges and Campuses’ logos, 
the E-newsletter was named 
“BulSU GEAR”. 

 The word ‘gear’, of which 
the literal translation is “one of a 
set of toothed wheels that work 
together to alter the relation 
between the speed of a driving 
mechanism and the speed of 
the driven parts”, also connotes 
that the University is like a 
mechanism that is composed 
of moving parts or ‘gears’, if 
one fails to function properly, 
the whole mechanism will also 
be affected. In that same sense, 
since BulSU is always number 
one, it can also be inferred that 
all of its parts are functioning 
well.

 The e-newsletter name 
was also given the meaning 
Gathered Endeavor and 
Achievement Report (courtesy 
of Assoc. Prof. Joseph Roy 
Celestino) which represents 
exactly what the newsletter is 
– a collection of reports that 
showcase the hard work and 
dedication of the different 
offices of the University.

About the BulSU GEAR
Bulacan State University 3 City of Malolos, Bulacan



Program on BulSU Adoration Garden (Pro-BAG) of the 
College of Science houses varieties of herbs and spices 
and vegetable seedlings.

Institute of Environmental Governance
kicks off Project FROAST funded by DA-NOAP
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 Dubbed as the “Gateway of 
the North,” Bulacan is known not 
only for its rich culture, heritage, and 
tourists’ destinations but also for its 
vast agricultural lands. However, there 
is also a widespread conversion of 
the latter into subdivisions and other 
commercial areas. That being said, 
through the efforts of the Institute 
of Environmental Governance’s 
then Head and now the Director of 
Extension Services Office, Dr. Elizabeth 
A. Chua, the Fostering Robust Organic 
Agriculture Sustainable Technology 
(FROAST) project had been conceived 
two years ago. The said project aims 
to address the ongoing destruction of 
farmlands caused by using harmful 
chemicals and to further promote 
organic agriculture practices in 
Bulacan. Through FROAST, new 
novelty products from locally founded 
plants will also be soon discovered, and 
an organic trading post will be quickly 
established as a drop-off point for 
organic products.

 From the past months, the 
whole team of Project FROAST has 
traveled to Bulacan to seek potential 
beneficiaries of the project. The team 
has identified nine (9) farm associations 
that signified their interest in the said 
endeavor. Included are the IPs-Teachers 
Farmers Association from DRT

Bulacan; Briquittors, a fish-farmers 
association based in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan; BUMMAP Integrated Organic 
Farm in Paombong Bulacan; Samahan 
ng Mamamayan para sa Kalikasan ng 
Biak na Bato (SAMAKABA) Farm; 
Noi’s Rabbit Farm located in Pulilan, 
Bulacan; IP Asean in Angat, Bulacan; 
Samahan ng Maggugulay ng Iba O’ 
Este, Calumpit, Bulacan; United San 
Ildefonso; and Felisidro Farm located 
in Pulilan, Bulacan.

 Comprised of a pool of experts 
in organic agriculture - certified 
National Certificate II in Organic 
Farming holders, faculty members from 
the College of Business Administration, 
Center for Bulacan Studies and Staff 
in the persons of Ms. Ruth Sealmoy, 
Ms. Crystalyn Lumague, Ms. Maria 
Antonina Santiago, Mr. Edilberto 
Larin, Ms. Mialyn A. Cadiente and Ms. 
Jillian Dana Santos have started to share 
their skills and knowledge among the 
selected beneficiaries regarding various 
topics. These include the: Importance 
of Formulating the Vision and Mission 
of an Organization or Association; 
Organic Farming; Marketing; 
Branding and Logo; Mapping and 
Solid Waste Management. The transfer 
of knowledge and skills among the 
beneficiaries is pivotal in helping them 
in the different aspects of organic

agriculture.

 One of the project collaborators, 
the College of Science, also spearheaded 
the proposal of constructing a mini 
botanical garden inside the University. 

Rose Ann G. Buenaventura &  Elizabeth A. Chua, Ph.D.

At present, BulSU’s Mini Botanical 
Garden situated on the grounds of 
Federizo Hall already houses various 
varieties of herbs and spices, root 
crops, flowering plants, and vegetable 
seedlings such as tarragon, dill, aloe 
vera, ginger, eggplant, tomatoes, lettuce, 
zinnia, hibiscus, and kalumata to name 
a few. The vegetable garden known 
as the “Program of BulSU Adoration 
Garden” (Pro-BAG) envisions that 
all Bulakeños will never go hungry 
and shall have access to healthy food 
starting with the BulSU workforce.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8...
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COEd Launches its Extension Comics during the 2nd 
Anniversary Celebration of the “Adopt-A-Day Care 

Ms. Zeñorina C. Merida

 The College of Education 
launches its first comics issue during 
the 2nd-anniversary celebration of 
the Adopt-A-Day Care Program – a 
research-based extension program 
spearheaded by the Bachelor of 
Elementary and Bachelor of Early 
Childhood Education Department on 
December 17, 2020. The comics feature 
the puppets’ character names as Lolo 
Eddie, Lola Sion, Kuya Edu, and Cate as 
the college’s icons through a story- with 
activities focusing on the development 
of values of the children-beneficiaries 
of the said program. 

 Different worksheets on 
subjects aligned with the K-12 
competencies, stick puppets, and boxes 
of bond papers are among the materials 
provided to the teachers of Barangay 
Mojon Day Care centers. All these and 
more are designed and produced by 
COEd faculty and students as part of 
the identified needs of the centers.                                                                                                        

 Meanwhile, the 2nd-
anniversary celebration is made 
successful with the support of its 
partners/ stakeholders: Sangguniang 
Barangay ng Mojon; City of Malolos

Social Welfare and Development 
Office; Junior Chamber International-
Malolos; COEd-Parent-Teacher 
Association; and COEd-Local Student 
Council. The program beneficiaries 
are the teachers, children, and parents 
of the daycare centers of Barangay 
Mojon in the City of Malolos, namely; 
Barangay Mojon, Maunlad Homes, and 
Menzyland Day Care Centers. Among 
the projects conducted in response to 
the centers’ needs are A day Care, Back 
to School and IM Sharing, One-Child: 
One-Love, KaLaro-KaLuto, and Kusina 
ng Kabuhayan.

BLEPT Review Program amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic

 In response to embracing 
and coping with the “new normal” 
in education, the BulSU College 
of Education has extended its 
continuous efforts to enhance students’ 
performance in the Board Licensure 
Examination for Professional Teachers 
(BLEPT). Remarkably, the college 
held a series of free lectures through 
webinars in General Education and 
Professional Education on June 1, 8, 15, 
17, 22, and 29, 2020. 

 The program invited 
successful BLEPT takers and

placers who are mostly alumni. 

 The series of session’s aimed 
to introduce effective and research-
based learning strategies that students 
may find helpful in taking the exam, 
enrich and foster test-taking skills of 
the participants; be familiar with the 
manner of answering multiple choice 
questions, and to discuss relevant and 
recurring items in General Education, 
Professional Education, and Major 
subjects which are the three areas of 
exam in BLEPT.

Ronilo Antonio
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BulSU-CICT Empowers Educators through
ICT with Successful Webinar Series

The BulSU-CICT Webinar Team. (from left to right) Lorraine E. Tolentino, Aaron Paul Dela Rosa, John Lemuel C. 
Salazar, Dr. Raquel C. Adriano, Donna Q. Fernando, Engr. Lester Phil Cruz, Marcus Marcos, Dr. Ma. Magdalena 
V. Gatdula, Lilibeth Antonio, Gabriel M. Galang, and Lourdes M. Tiongson. Image Source: Cursor Publication

 As the COVID-19 pandemic 
spread throughout the country in early 
2020, it soon became apparent that 
there won’t be any physical classes in the 
future; and the education system had 
to resort to other means of delivering 
instruction and services. Recognizing 
this need, the College of Information 
and Communications Technology took 
the initiative to use its expertise in 
various technologies by developing the 
webinar series “Empowering Educators 
Through ICT” on June 15-18, 2020. 
CICT conducted all the webinars via its 
YouTube channel, BulSU-CICT. 

 The webinar series aimed to 
equip educators with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to support 
and prepare them for the sudden 
implementation of online classes 
by having CICT faculty members 
discuss topics like G Suite for 
Educators, Through Engaging and 
Interactive Quizzes for the Learners, 
and Classroom Netiquette. With the 
webinar series’ success and apparent 
need of educators for more resources, 
CICT launched the second wave of the 
webinar series last July 27-31, 2020. 

Wave 2 garnered over 35,000 views of 
the series’ approximate 89,000 view 
count. The series reached audiences 
from the entire Philippines, and with 
some of the audience being from 
other countries such as Indonesia, 
Singapore, United States, and Thailand. 
At the end of the webinar series, CICT 
also provided e-certificates for all 
attendees in which educators can use as 
documentary proof that they attended 
the webinars.

 In Empowering Educators 
Through ICT Wave 2, they discussed 
more topics such as Multimedia 
Integration in Teaching via Distance 
Learning, Adobe Photoshop 
Essentials for Educators, Advanced 
MS Powerpoint, and Organizing 
Open Educational Resources Using 
G Suite.  The second wave of webinar 
series became more productive due to 
the addition of more topics. Overall, 
Empowering Educators Through ICT

BULSU-HC IN ACTION: Comes together to help Hagonoeños

BulSU-HC Dean Dr. Felicidad Eleogo with the victims of Typhoon Ulysses.

 Nicole Alliah M. Mercado & Mira G. Villapaña
 At the height of COVID-19’s 
prevalence, Typhoon Ulysses has come 
uninvited, and affected families pleaded 
for immediate rescue due to the risen 
flood waters in parts of Hagonoy, 
Bulacan. 
 With these consecutive 
disasters, some Hagonoeños were in 
need of temporary shelter, and the 
BulSU-Hagonoy Campus opened its... 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7...



 Every year, the Bulacan State 
University (BulSU) holds a Community 
Development Summit, which focuses 
on enhancing the quality of life of the 
target beneficiaries. It is called the 
Sambalaran (Sama na sa Pambayang 
Kaunlaran) Camp Project.

 An unforeseen pandemic 
though occurred in 2020, affecting all 
sectors, including schools. However, 
this does not prevent the BulSU 
community from launching the 
SAMBALARAN ONLINE CAMP 
PROJECT IV held last November 9 to 
20, 2020 with the theme: Bahayanihan 
para sa Ligtas na Lipunan.

 This project aims to equip, train, 
and assist the partner communities 
and beneficiaries to livelihood skills 
trainings. While launching this, 
many were still adapting because all 
the trainings were conducted online 
through Google Meet and Zoom. 
Monitoring was also carried out in 
order to incorporate the research skills 
in the conduct of the extension with 
the goal of determining whether the 
concept is effective through the different 
outputs produced. Nonetheless, as if 
the trouble of the present health crisis 
is not enough, last November 11, 2020, 
typhoon Ulysses struck the Bulacan 
province which led to the suspension of 
work and of the online skills trainings. 
Such circumstances are inevitable. 
Advocating the idea of harmony in 
diversity, the common good, and 
sustainable growth, the Extension 
Services Office was still able to conquer 
the odds as it successfully completed 
all its activities after the typhoon. 
Overall, there are 114 webinars and 
4,884 participants which established 
the success of the SAMBALARAN 
ONLINE CAMP PROJECT IV

SAMBALARAN Online Camp Project IV
Bulacan State University 7 City of Malolos, Bulacan

Mary Ann P. Carranza, DBA

BULSU-HC IN ACTION...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

doors and accommodated a number of 
victims. 

 Last November 15, 2020, a relief 
operation was mobilized to provide 
basic needs such as food and face masks 
to the affected nearby communities of 
Iba, Hagonoy. The initiative was led by 

BulSU-HC Dean Dr. Felicidad Eleogo, 
and was supported by faculty and 
staff. Mrs. Maria Cecilia de Luna, Ms. 
Myracel Jamora, Engr. Brigida Reyes 
and Ms. Karizza Mae Tosco provided 
help and consolidated the relief which 
were later distributed to the affected 
families. The families expressed their 
gratitude for this initiative.



Environmental Scanning at San Ildefonso Farm (left). Project FROAST Core Team site visit at Biak na Bato, San 
Miguel, Bulacan (right).

 As a scientific enterprise, our 
University is built on foundation and 
trust. Its cornerstones should and 
primarily be research ethics as it defines 
the boundaries of responsible conduct 
and sustains further inquiry. 
 
 In line with the promotion of 
research capacity and in its hopes to 
be the purveyor of ethical research 
practice, the Research Management 
Office (RMO) sponsored the Online 
Basic Research Ethics training held last 
November 5-6, 2020. It was conducted 
by the Philippine Health Research 
Ethics Board (PHREB) trainers, 
namely Dr. Maria Salome N. Vios and 
Dr. Gemma N. Balein. Selected faculty 
members from different colleges 
attended it.

  The training provides guiding 
principles for appropriate conduct in 
the professional and social settings 
of scientific research and making 
morally weighted and ethically sound 
decisions when confronted with moral 
dilemmas. It dealt with conflicts of 
interest, subjectivity and bias, credit 
and authorship, and misconduct. 
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A Call for Ethical Research
Mary Ylane S. Lee, M.A.Ed

It also increased the investigators’ 
awareness on their responsibility for 
protecting participants’ rights, safety, 
welfare, and scientific integrity.

 The participants enthusiastically 
discussed the principles of ethics and 
shared personal experiences about the 
topics provided.  Further, participants 
were trained to critically review and 
analyze cases and issues associated 
with scientific misconduct, preparing 
them to act responsibly and effectively 
should they encounter such cases. 

 As the importance of research 
ethics is demanded in today’s 
competitive environment, the Office

of the Vice President for Research 
Development and Extension, in 
cooperation with the Research 
Management Office, has taken its 
steps to establish and to apply for the 
accreditation of the BulSU- Ethics 
Review Committee (BulSU ERC) to 
the Philippine Health Research Ethics 
Board (PHREB). Also, a series of 
training sessions related to ethics will 
be scheduled to cater to other faculty 
members and eventually to students 
for continuous learning. Thus, it is with 
high hopes that these steps will help 
the BulSU community in conducting 
ethical and culturally sensitive research 
to strengthen community and academic 
partnerships.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

 Project FROAST is a 
collaboration among the Institute of 
Environmental Governance under 
the Extension Services Office, the 
College of Business Administration; 
the College of Science; the College of 
Arts and Letters; and the Center for 
Bulacan Studies. It is funded by the 
Department of Agriculture – National 
Organic Agriculture Program.

Project FROAST...



Photos courtesy of Mr. David Bote.

 The BulSU-CON, through its 
KAMAI Extension Services Office 
(ESO), called for a donation drive to 
help the victims of Typhoon Ulysses. 
The funds raised were used to support 
its Extension Projects.

 Project One provided food 
packages (rice, canned goods, and 
noodles) to the 325 families of the

BulSU-CON KAMAI ESO reaches out to the CommunityBulSU-CON KAMAI ESO reaches out to the Community
Bulacan State University 9 City of Malolos, Bulacan

Cecille Garlan Cordero 

 To save and to serve.
 
 An inspiring lyrics from 
Bulacan State University- College of 
Nursing (BulSU-CON) hymn was 
once again lived by as people in the 
community were reached out amidst 
this pandemic. 

severely flooded Barangay Gugo, 
Calumpit, Bulacan. The said barangay 
was a former venue of the College’s 
Community Health Nursing activities.

 Project Two reached out to 
the 137 students and personnel of 
CON who are directly affected by the 
typhoon and food packages were given 
to them as aid.

 Finally, Project Three focused 
on the distribution of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) to the 
different hospital affiliations of the 
College of Nursing, namely; Bulacan 
Medical Center, Armed Forces of the 
Philippines Health Service Command 
(V.Luna), Ofelia Mendoza Maternity 
Hospital, Rommel Cruz Hospital, 
Calumpit District Hospital, and BulSU 
Infirmary.  The PPE was donated 
by KOICA (Korea International 
Cooperation Agency) and CAMP Asia 
Philippines, a BulSU-CON partner in 
all its Extension Services.

 The said extension services 
were subsequently held last December 
2020, and the CON KAMAI ESO would 
like to extend its gratitude to Jesus 
Cares Christian Fellowship in Alberta, 
Canada, to Rebisco Foundation, to 
Ofelia Mendoza Maternity Hospital, 
and to the administration and faculty 
of the College of Nursing. 



University Officials. A series of 
inspirational messages from University 
executives were also heard: from the 
Chancellor for External Campuses; Dr. 
Reynaldo Naguit, the Executive Vice 
President; Dr. Teody San Andres, and 
the University President; Dr. Cecilia N. 
Gascon.In her message, the President, 
Dr. Gascon called upon everyone to 
uphold the virtue of EXCELLENCE—
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BulSU-HC Welcomes Freshmen: A Virtual Orientation
 Nicole Alliah M. Mercado & Mira G. Villapaña
 It has been BulSU’s tradition 
to hold an orientation program for 
freshmen every beginning of an 
academic year. In the midst of the 
new normal, a virtual gathering for 
BulSU-HC freshmen was aired last 
November 11, 2020 via Facebook Live 
in preparation for a more flexible mode 
of learning of BulSUANs.

 A welcome remark was 
delivered by the Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs- External Campus, 
Professor Gerald C. Hilario, 
highlighting how freshmen would end 
their stay as BulSUANs four years from 
now with joy, confidence and purpose 
in their most memorable stay in the 
BulSU-Hagonoy Campus. It was then 
followed by a presentation on how the 
campus has embraced remarkable and 
significant changes throughout the 
years, the BulSU’s Vision, Mission and 
University Goals, and an introduction 
of the intellectual, hardworking 

to be excellent not just in promoting 
quality education in commitment 
with BulSU but also in celebrating 
love for knowledge and character. The 
orientation program was hosted by Ms. 
Lena Cañet and Mr. Carlo Bondoc who 
also introduced the faculty members, 
organizations and their advisers, 
course offerings and the virtual tour of 
the Hagonoy Campus and its facilities.

BulSU-HC in Action: Feeding Program for Hagonoeños
Nicole Alliah M. Mercado & Mira G. Villapaña

 A feeding program was 
initiated in San Juan, Hagonoy, 
Bulacan last November 24, 2020 
by the BulSU-Hagonoy Campus 
Dean Dr. Felicidad Eleogo, together 
with the Hotel Management and 
Tourism Management Department, 
students from the Hospitality and 
Tourism Management Organization 
(SHATMO), and the BulSU-HC 
Student Government. 

 BulSU-HC takes pride in 
giving and sharing as the said program 
aims to provide relief to the affected 
community by serving a cupful of 
warm, hearty breakfast with bread and 
eggs. Each meal was done and prepared 
by the BulSU-HC faculty and staff. 



Hydie Felix and Johana Mae Concepcion
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ATBulSU 2020: Security Guard to a "Student Guard"
 ATBulSU 2020 resumes 
its admission after its prolonged 
suspension due to COVID-19 last 
July 10-11, 2020, at Bulacan State 
University- Meneses Campus. 

 School facilities have undergone 
intensive disinfection and sanitation 
for the examiners' safety, testing 
administrators, and faculties before the 
admission testing.

 The administrators ensure 
safety health protocols had observed 
during the testing. 

 While, not all expected 
examiners manage to take the 
Admission Test for personal reasons, 
according to Mrs. Imelda Marcos, Test 
Technician of Meneses Campus. 

 On the other hand, one of the 
examiners proves that nothing can 
stop him from dreaming and pursuing 
his dreams despite the situation. Mark 
Anthony Hilario, a security guard from 
Meneses Campus, took the Admission 
Test to pursue his dreams. 

 “Unang reason naisip ko, hindi 
na tayo pabata, kumbaga patanda 
na tayo, darating sa point na tatayo 
tayo sa sarili nating paa, hindi naman 
pwede na habang buhay na lang 
tayong guwardiya, so sinimulan kong 
mangarap", Hilario said. 

 Hilario serves as a security guard 
at the university for three years before 

enrolling at BulSU. Many students 
applaud and express their admiration 
towards Hilario after his photo was 
posted on social media. 

 Bulacan State University 
indeed broaden access to quality 
higher education to deserving and 
marginalized students. The university 
continues to its goal to provide relevant 
quality and accessible education.

BulSU LabHigh LSC Embarks on a New Project for the Students 
Yscha Jin C. Far 
 Amidst the pandemic, the 
Local Student Council of Bulacan State 
University Laboratory High School 
(BSU LHS) conducted an ongoing 
project which started last October to 
assist their fellow students regarding 
their online schooling. The Labhigh 
Cares project has three options for 
students who need financial aid for 
online classes, 21 students have already 
assisted: five students for tablet and 
load subsidy, one student for tablet 
only, which they shall return once face-
to-face classes resume, and 10 students 
for load subsidy. 

 To put up funds for the 
project, the LSC produced Labhigh 
Merchandise such as t-shirts, ID laces, 
facemasks, etc. they also launched 
“Adopt-a-Student” and a donation 
drive to sustain the funds. Adopt-a-
Student Program invites people who 
are willing to help provide direct load 
subsidies amounting to Php 300-500 
every month in nine months. The LSC 
will enjoin teachers, alumni, and non-
government organizations for this 
program. As of now, 11 benefactors 
are part of this program. The donation 
drive raised Php 42,452.00 and four

tablets as of January 24, 2021, from 
donations and in-kind donations 
through an online campaign.
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 11 November 2020— Typhoon 
Ulysses battered Luzon’s major parts, 
including Region II (Cagayan Valley) 
and Region III (Bulacan, Pampanga, 
Tarlac), caused massive damage to 
the infrastructure, killed hundreds of 
people, and triggered floodings that 
washed away many households. 

 Many of the Typhoon victims 
asked and called for rescues and help 
using social media. This catastrophe 
caught the attention of the students 
from Bulacan State University- Meneses 
Campus. Amidst the pandemic, 
students strive hard to conduct a 
donation drive and online caroling for 
a cause to raise funds for the typhoon 
victims. 

 With the cooperation of 
Dambana, the Official Student 
Publication of Meneses Campus, SEED 
(Society of English Educators for 
Development), and John Mark Litao, 
governor of the Local Student Council 
of Meneses Campus, they organized 
a donation drive which is called 
“Damayan, para sa Cagayan” to raise 
funds and collect in-kind donations for 
the victims of the Typhoon Ulysses in 
Cagayan. 

 The donation drive lasted for 
a week and accumulated Php 4200 
and more than 30 boxes of in-kind 
donations consisting of clothes, goods, 
and other safety kits from the private 
sectors and individuals. 

 While another fundraising 
project was organized by the SPHERE 
(Society of Physical Education and 
Enthusiast) organization for the 
typhoon victims in Bulacan, they 
conducted online caroling for a cause 
that earned Php 12 614. 36. The funds 
and in-kind donations were distributed

MC Students: In the Service of Humanity 
Johana Mae L. Concepcion

to the three barangays in Bulakan, 
Bulacan.

“The project that was done by SPHERE 
was stressful but fulfilling because it 
is hard to conduct activities due to 
the pandemic since protocols must be 
followed. From the preparations until 
conducting the activities, there were

too many struggles that happened. 
Still, one thing I have learned, the 
harder it is to be done, the more 
fulfilling it is since it is for helping 
others”, Ms. Joimy Advincula, adviser 
of SPHERE, says. Even though people 
are stuck in this crucial situation, 
kindness and generosity cannot be 
taken away even with this pandemic.



Green Ravens. The College of Arts and Letters’ 
new moniker, from the previous Green Cobras.
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Cassandra Luis De Leon 
LabHigh’s the Busy Bee’s First Online Buzz Workshop 

 To improve aspiring journalists’ 
skills, Bulacan State University 
Laboratory High School’s The Busy 
Bee organized its first-ever online 
Buzz Workshop. This seminar used the 
Google Meet as its online platform last 
December 5 and 12, 2020. 

 The said workshop is in line 
with the 1st Online BulSU-LHS 
Press Conference. To make sure that 
the conference will be a success, the 
publication staff, spearheaded by 
The Busy Bee’s Editor-in-Chief, Ms. 
Yscha Jin Far, together with its school 
paper adviser, Ms. Franchezca Djanne 
Magpayo, decided to hold a two-day 
online workshop for each category 
to help improve the skills of the 
new journalists and to have enough 
knowledge about their specific fields. 

 Various journalists were invited 
as guest speakers wherein each of 
them shared their knowledge for their 
respective categories. They were Ms. 
Deinielle Ramos for News Writing, Ms. 
Cyra Borlongan for Editorial Writing, 
Ms. Ariana De Jesus for Feature 
Writing, Mr. Jerome Calayag for Sports

Writing, Ms. Cyrene Robles for Science 
Writing, Mr. Sean Bernardino for 
Editorial Cartooning, Mr. Mark Lester 
Liaban for Copyreading and Headline 
Writing, Ms. Dennisis Pascual for 
Photojournalism, and Ms. Joyce Maui 
Tacto for Layout.

 For the Radio Broadcasting 
and scriptwriting, the speakers were 
Ms. Angelica Laurente (Anchor), 
Ms. Jamie Mase (Reporter), Ms. Lara 
Santiago (Scriptwriting), and Mr. 
Jeremiah Pagdanganan (Technical). 
While Ms. Pamela Salonga (Anchor), 
Ms. Audreynel Hernandez (Reporter), 

Mr. Lawrence Castro (Scriptwriting), 
and Mr. Jerikko Capule (Technical) 
were invited for the TV Broadcasting 
and Scriptwriting. The Busy Bee 
Staff facilitated the activities for 
each category. After the seminar, the 
participants had an activity to test 
their abilities and apply what they have 
learned. 

 “Naging okay naman, maraming 
naibigay na tips yung mga speaker, 
nagamit ko yung mga natutunan ko at 
nag-improve yung skills ko.” – Tanya 
Rose Valdez, workshop participant.

CAL takes flight, transforms from Cobra to Raven
 In 2018, a group of students 
from the College of Arts and Letters 
(CAL) surveyed a new cognomen to 
take the place of its moniker “Green 
Cobra.” Their respondents are students, 
faculty, and administrators, where 
they unanimously voted Green Ravens 
among the other possibilities. Based on 
the analysis of the respondents' answers, 
the Raven is naturally observant, 
vigilant, clever, and intelligent. 

 The Raven symbolizes wisdom 
and affection that shows CAL’s 
integrity, credibility, ingenuity, and

consciousness. It also has a distinct 
voice and immense vocabulary that 
signifies our smartness and standing 
for truth.

 It also reminds everyone to 
stay true to our voice,” said CAL Dean 
Mary Bulaong. “Ravens are good 
communicators, and this talks about the 
pre-requirement for the four programs 
offered by the college. And lastly, a 
raven has been used as a messenger in 
the literature that delivers information 
and insight to people,” she added. CONTINUED ON PAGE 15...
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Administration came up with a series 
of training sessions on the Flexible 
Modes of Learning for both the faculty 
and students prior to the opening of the 
Academic Year 2020-2021.  BulSUans 
were given the liberty to choose 
among synchronous, asynchronous, 
and remote print learning while the 
University continues to monitor the 
welfare of the students and provide 
every possible assistance to them.

 While the Institution took hold 
of some of its usual academic related 
endeavors, BulSU did not waiver to 
celebrate virtually worthy occasions 
and activities such as SAMBALARAN, 
Faculty Appreciation Day, and Loyalty 
Awards, to name a few.  Thank you 
to the powerful tools of engagement 
which enable a wider reach to the 
BulSU community and its stakeholders 
during these unpredictable times.

 On the other hand, the

University President, Dr. Cecilia S. 
Navasero-Gascon, always makes 
certain that the University will have 
enough in terms of financial aspect.  
Her unrelenting effort and persistent 
lobbying strategies resulted in being 
hailed as top 8 on SUC Budget.  This will 
definitely be a contributing component 
for BulSU to finish its academic related 
projects including building educational 
spaces, and investing on facilities and 
equipment for the University. Not to 
mention the different infrastructures 
that have been completed even amidst 
the pandemic.

 Indeed, the University will 
carry on with its mission to continue 
producing highly competent and 
service-oriented individuals endowed 
by the BulSU’s Core Values:  Service 
to God and Society, Order and Peace, 
Assurance to Accountability, and 
Respect to Others and Community.

 A year has gone by after the 
crisis brought about by the Covid-19 
shifted the standard practices in the 
landscape of education, and yes, a new 
normal on all of its facets has been set 
forth.  These unforeseen changes have 
become testaments of how the Bulacan 
State University remains steady in 
providing excellent instruction, 
participating in pioneering research, 
and getting involved in responsive 
community engagements.
 
 True to its vision, Bulacan 
State University (BulSU) continues to 
get hold of ways to extend its aid and 
support to communities in need since 
the Luzon lockdown in March 2020.  
Some of these charitable pursuits of the 
different Colleges and Offices of BulSU 
include participating in packing of 
relief and initiating donation drives of 
food and protective equipment. 

 Meanwhile, the BulSU

BulSU: Rising Above the Pandemic
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 Celebrating and promoting 
the importance of Filipino language 
amidst pandemic, the Sentro ng Wika 
at Kultura (SWK) successfully held two 
online lectures and an essay writing 
contest last August 2020.

 Named after the Bulakenyo 
lexicographer, Pedro Serrano Laktaw, 
SWK introduced Lekturang P.S. Laktaw 
and Gawad Pedro Serrano Laktaw 
(GPSL). 

 The first lecture discussed the 
importance of Filipino language in 
understanding the COVID-19. On the 
other hand, the second lecture focused 
on keeping student publications alive 
amidst the pandemic. These were held 
on August 28-29, respectively.

 Speakers of the said lectures 
were Mr. Israel Saguinsin of Laboratory 
High School, Mr. Reggie Rey Fajardo, 
newly installed SWK Director, Ms. 
Ma. Isabel Bentill-Cruz of Marcelo 
H. Del Pilar National High School, 
and Ms. Eilene Antoinette Narvaez of 
University of the Philippines, Diliman.

 The lectures were attended by 
almost 1,000 teachers from all around 
the Philippines and was streamed 
live in BulSU-SWK’s Facebook page, 
reaching almost 14, 000 views.

 Moreover, SWK also launched 
an essay writing contest with the 
theme: “The Use of Filipino Language 
to Understand the Pandemic,” for 
students and teachers of Central Luzon.

 The theme of the Buwan ng 
Wika 2020 was “Wika ng Kasaysayan; 
Kasaysayan ng Wika: Ang mga 
Katutubong Wika sa Maka-Filipinong 
Bayanihan Kontra Pandemya.”

Bulacan State University 15 City of Malolos, Bulacan

CAL takes flight...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
 
 This December of 2020, the 
College of Arts and Letters unveiled 
"Green Ravens" as its new cognomen 
in place of the “Green Cobra. The 
Local Student Council spearheaded 
thru Facebook Live with the theme: 
“Liberate, Transform, and Elevate.” It 
has also put the moniker "Green Cobra" 
to an end, which has been used by the 
College of Arts and Letters in various 
competitions for the past few years, 
as the annual intramurals at BulSU 
symbolizing great power, elegance, 
and prideful stance. Though cobras are 
known as fast, smart, have this excellent 
sense of smell and good night vision; its 
negative implications for students are 
observed as it is considered dangerous, 
aggressive, and, traitorous” CAL-
LSC governor John Russel Dela Cruz 
explained.

Focusing Filipino Language’s Value in Understanding Pandemic, 
SWK launches online lectures, essay writing tilt for Buwan ng Wika

Reggie Rey C. Fajardo
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